Jhat owr 2020 issue 


of Funtime Comics should be focused around 
Covid-19 was a no brainer. A year plagued by 


the virus, panic, loss, lockdowns, mis-information 


(from all around), conspiracies and economic 
crisis brought on by the pandemic has turned 
the world on its head. Crisis brings out the 
best and worst of humanity - but it's creatives 
that tackle these issues through their creative 


expression that can help us through uncertainty. 


Our very own resident doctor, Richard 
Clinghan blends these together through a 
scientific lens, and it was only fitting that his 


work features on the cover, guest editorial and 


feature spotlight. 


Twenty Twenty 
has been a 
terrible year! 


New Year's Day started ominously with a 
blood red sun, caused by smoke drifting over 
the Tasman Sea from the rampant Australian 
bush fires. By February, Covid-19 had spread 
exponentially across the globe and infiltrated 
our shores, sending the nation into strict 
lockdown conditions for five weeks. Thankfully, 
we all flattened the curve', brought the virus 
under control and minimised casualties. 
However, the rest of the world is still struggling 
to contain the disease, whilst attempting to 
ease restrictions to allow life to return to some 
form of ‘new normality. We have dodged a 
massive bullet. But conspiracy theorists have 
been spreading lies to undermine science and 
Government policy which is in place to protect 
us from this deadly virus. 





It's all starting to sound fairly bleak and 
daunting eh?! Oh yeah, and then there was 
Carol f*cking Baskin! 


However, we should always strive to find a silver 
lining in any situation. By closing our borders 
and instructing people to stay at home, | feel 
our planet had an opportunity to take a huge, 
deep breath from the smog that was choking 
her. Hopefully, our economic recovery can be 
stimulated by a green energy revolution. As 

a nation, we stood not so much 'arm-in-arm' 
(we did have to maintain two metres social 
distancing) but 'bubble-away from-bubble.’ 
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This broke the chain of infection and proves 
what we can all achieve if we are mindful of 
the greater good. Even though a lot of people 
have been seduced by lies perpetuated 

on social media, the internet has allowed 
collaboration between scientists from across 
the world to develop new technologies, and 
hopefully an effective vaccine, to control 
Covid-19 and allow the world to reopen safely. 
There was also 99-year-old Captain Thomas, 
who inspired people from around the world by 
raising millions of pounds for the British health 
service, when he walked a 100 laps around 

his tiny garden with frame... and Tiger King on 
Netflix too! 


Life can be challenging. But it continues. It 
pays to try and find positives when things 
are hard. This strengthens our resilience 
and helps us to cope better when we are 
confronted by adversity. It can also help us 
convert our nervous energy into something 
more productive. This allows us to disconnect 
with the busyness of our own hectic lives, or 
anything else that is going on in the rest of 
world that concerns us, but we have little 
control over. 


This year, | have found comfort in picking up a pencil 
and paper, to imagine, draw and create stories 
through comics. Drawing can help ease your mind, 
settle your worries and give you an opportunity to 
find a moment to refocus on things that add the 
most value to your life. This is usually your family and 
friends. Even if it is over Zoom! 


Richard Clinghan 
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> on all our issues at 
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29 Years as lewu Zealands Finest!’ 


Longest running comic anthology! 
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A rural GP, originally from Northern Ireland, Richard Clinghan has made New 
Zealand home, while discovering a love for drawing as a way to reduce work 
stress, bring his creative ideas to life and help educate through visual storytelling. 
His first published book, Jenny & the Eddies is a whimsical allegory about 
vaccines and viruses, proving timely as we endure the Covid-19 pandemic. 


When did your interest in the world of comics begin? 


| started reading Beano and Dandy when | was 

at primary school. | don’t think | appreciated how 
much these comics influenced my work until Eddie 
Monotone, the colouring artist for my first comic 
book, Jenny & the Eddies, suggested the link. He 
also thought that Jeremy, in my book, looked like 

a Disney villain. But | put this down to Disney Plus, 
which helped me survive lockdown with my 2-year- 
old daughter! 


However, | gave up my comics when | started playing 
rugby and only rediscovered them again in the past 
two years. 


What led you into drawing comics? 


| used to have an hour-long commute to work as 

a doctor. | would dream up sci-fi stories to take my 
mind off the monotony of driving. | was particularly 
proud of an idea, which | entitled ‘Six Minds’, 

and decided to write it down. Doctors think very 
scientifically and struggle to write creatively. Likewise, 
after work | prefer to watch films because | can't be 
bothered reading after a long day of going through 
patients’ notes. Therefore, writing a book wouldn't 
come naturally. So, writing a script seemed to be 

a better approach for me. | think it is important to 
identify what you are capable of doing and working 
within those limits, and try not to do things that are 
outside your comfort zone, unless you are prepared 
to educate yourself further first. 
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| used to be reasonably good at drawing at school 
but gave up art to pursue a career in medicine. 
Instead of describing the characters, | jotted down 
how | wanted them to look and rekindled my love for 
illustrating. As a result, my script took on the life of a 
comic. | went to art classes to rebuild my confidence, 
improve my drawing skills and picked up comics at 
the library to practice and broaden my style. 


What were your influences? 


As | have previously suggested doctors have very 
logical mind-sets, and we love a good theory. Before 
| started to draw, | wanted to learn how comics work. 


| discovered Scott McCloud's 'Understanding Comics: 
The Invisible Art’ and ‘Making Comics’. Scott's comic 
book demonstrates how you can recreate time 

and speed through sequential art to tell stories. He 
shows how comics encourage the reader to use their 
imagination rather than passively absorbing a story 
like when we watch a cartoon. This makes comics 
magical and unique to every reader He makes a 
compelling argument for why comics should not be 
viewed as a lesser art form. | use a lot of principles 
from Scott's books in my own work and if you are new 
to comics, | thoroughly recommend you read them 
to enrich your experience of reading comics and 
drawing them. 


How would you best describe your artistic style? 
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The Eddies are 
too aggressive 
For our children. 


The Food the 
Eddies eat is 
poisonous. 


The children can 


easily look after an 


Eddie, and they stay 
Friendly and loyal 
For liFe/ 


What?! 
Everything they are 
given is sace to help 

them live Por 
8 long time. 


Probably a mixture of Beano and manga. | love the 
‘cartoony’, juvenile humour of Beano comics but the 
action and excitement that manga recreates. 


| think one of the most important things for new comic 
artists to appreciate is that your style, whatever 

it is, is unique and you should just own it! Don't be 
discouraged if you think other people's work seems 
better. Your work adds to the huge collection of 
different comic styles and you should be proud of it! 


^ The idea for Jenny and the 
Eddie came into my mind 
when was trying to distract 
myself during a monotonous 
activity — coincidentally, the 
measles epidemic occurred 
shortly after. ” 


You first popped up coming to our Funtime Comics 
workshops in Christchurch a couple of years ago. How 
did you find out about the workshops? What is it you 
like about them, and how have they supported your 
growth as a writer and artist? 


Once | thought | had | finished ‘Six Minds’, | hoped to 
find some mentorship to help me take my story to 

the next level. | approached a professional comic 
artist online who suggested going along to a Funtime 
Comics workshop. 


When | went to my first workshop, ‘Six Minds’ was 250 
pages long. Until then, | didn't have an appreciation 
of how much work would be involved in drawing it. 
The Funtime workshop helped me to identify what I 
needed to do to make my project more concise and 
entertaining. One of the best bits of advice | ever got 
was "every story is a great story, you maybe haven't 
done enough drafts yet". | managed to reduce 'Six 
Minds' down to 80 pages! They also advised that: 
"your first project should never be a huge project. It 
might be better to aim for something smaller". This 
advice was the catalyst to dreaming up Jenny & 

the Eddies. At the workshops, you can work on jam 
comics, catch up with friends or work on your own 
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We all have to 
look at the bigger 
picture! 


projects. In the future, | would like to work away on Six 
Minds as a hobby over the next few years. | have to 
justify all the hard work | put into writing it! 


In Jenny & the Eddies you discussed how the measles 
outbreak in New Zealand and Samoa in 2019 was the 
inspiration for your first published book, Jenny & the 
Eddies. Were you working on the concept before the 
outbreak, and how did that initial idea come together? 


Again, the idea for Jenny & the Eddies came into my 
mind when | was trying to distract myself during a 
monotonous activity — this time it was on a treadmill. 
Coincidentally, the measles epidemic occurred shortly 
after. Unfortunately, measles outbreaks remain a 
recurrent problem around the world and Jenny & the 
Eddies is my way of trying to improve the future. 


| wrote and drew down my ideas for the story. Naively 
| thought | had struck gold with my first draft and sent 
it to a manuscript assessor. Unfortunately, he tore it 
to pieces. This was incredibly disheartening. | have 
learnt the world of creating and publishing can be 
brutal, and you have to grow an extra thick layer of 
skin. Being grounded and staying realistic, and not 
getting carried away or fantasising excessively, helps 
avoid disappointment. 


| was ready to pull the plug on the whole project, 
when | took a leap of faith and shared what | 

had done to everyone at the Funtime workshop. 
Thankfully, their constructive insight helped me 
identify where | could change the story to improve it 
and itis because of Funtime | have my first inished 
comic book! 


How did you find the self-publishing process? 


| wanted to go into self-publishing because | felt very 
protective of my work and | didn't want to give up 
the rights or potentially allow a publisher to change 
the story. Likewise, | finished writing and drawing my 
comic during lockdown, and I felt a duty to keep the 
colouring and production within New Zealand to 
support my fellow Kiwis. 


At a late stage, | got carried away fantasising about 
how successful Jenny & the Eddies was going to be. 

| went to a distributor, who again was very scathing 
because they struggled to follow the story line. It was 
really hard to digest because | had already invested 
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so much effort. But this experience was a blessing 
in disguise. Until this point, | tried to use the art to tell 
the story, but | learned most people that are less 
acquainted with comic books, prefer to read and 
move from speech bubble to speech bubble. | think 
this is an important factor to recognise especially if 
you want to create a story that everyone can enjoy 
and learn from. 


What challenges has it meant, balancing your day job 
as a GP, parenting, and carving out time to work on 
your creative projects? 


Drawing helps me on a new level now. Originally, | 
drew Jenny & the Eddies to spread a message. Now 
| use drawing to maintain my mental wellbeing. Life 
can be challenging, and sometimes it is important 
to disconnect with the busyness of life and to take 
some time out for yourself and live in the moment. 

In the last few months, | have had some difficult 
experiences, including being a doctor during the 
pandemic and my newborn being admitted to the 
neonatal intensive care unit. In both situations, | 
found comfort in picking up a pencil and paper and 
converting my nervous energy into some productive. 


What are the main challenges you have encountered 
as a comic creator in NZ? 


| have certainly learnt a lot from creating my first comic 
book. The main thing | learnt is there are no short cuts. 
You have to do it yourself. If you want to produce a 
book to the best of your ability, you have to put in the 
hard yakka. You've got to read comic books, learn how 
to write a story, learn how to make comics, go to art 
classes, find a mentor and connect with like-minded 
people. At an early stage, | thought people would be so 
impressed with my story writing that they would literally 
draw my work and give me a movie contract. But the 
reality is, other comic artists are already busy with their 
own projects, and you have to prove yourself, and what 
you are made of before anyone will buy into what you 
have produced! But it is all worthwhile when you finally 
get that book into your hands for the first time. 
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Who is your favourite comic book superhero, and what 
is it that you like most about them? 


| have no comic book superheroes - | hate DC and 
Marvel! | prefer original comics and heroes such as 
Tony Chu, from Chew. He is a detective who has 
the special ability to tell how something died after 
eating it. He might have a disgusting talent for 
solving crimes by eating corpses, but he also can't 
enjoy a decent burger without seeing how the cow 
was slaughtered! 
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Sluailable tom Richard's Online Store 


https://jennyandtheeddies.bigcartel.com 


- available at NZ Comic Creators events, 
a few good book stores & the last standing comic stores! 
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REVELING IN ALIENATION 
FROM T FELLOW 






So T'M GONNA 
SIT THIS ONE OUT, AND 
ISOLATE LIKE 
EVERYBODY ELSE! 
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